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4 poems

heirloom from the Gatineau

poppies deceive 

here the sky

here is a rock face
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poppies deceive 

so sturdy on thick and prickly limbs

solid red exclamations

a bobbing foreign legion

charging across summer’s fecund breast.

pick one if you dare.

milk will clot the tear

and your hand will know the weight of a sigh.

touch the blooded sails

tethered against their will to the black core

—wedding skirts

billowing in grief.
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here the sky 

broadly grinning

rolls her blue skirts over the land

dips her dark and dimpled toes into the lake

laughs her yellow laugh of summer

and calls the storm.

time to gather her grey clouds to your chest

and duck
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here is a rock face

shaggy with moss.

see how it cradles a back

that leans against it;

see how the lichens

frill their green and daring skirts

around a resting head.

here. touch the cleft.

rim these craggy earth lips

breathing their hoary breaths.

plunge your hand inside,

your face.

breathe the ancient birth breath

released for you,

fearsome comfort

for your small and brittle sorrows.
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heirloom from the Gatineau

sit on this ancient pachyderm

tickled black with summer ants.

it orders time without a clock

plots the orbit of the moon,

that pale unsmiling gasp retreating into winter.

this grey lung breathes the air clean

turns it into butter

taken thickly against the cheek at dawn.

smell its immense patience

the compression of time and ice,

glacial baldness a recent adjustment.

this granite will make you heavy

pull you down through your legs and feet

into its siren warmth,

the sun, too, pouring its yellow blood into it.

you think you own this rock;

you don’t.  it owns you.

your blood feeds it

pinks the lichens on its surface

makes the ants frenzied with glee

at this conjoining,

no marriage more sacred.
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Originally from Bermuda, Allison Calvern grew up in Edmundston, New 
Brunswick. Since then she has carried her books and other burdens to four 
provinces as well as to Europe. After living in both Paris and the Black Forest 
of Germany, she returned to NB in 1999 to complete degrees in Comparative 
Literature and in English. She has been published in Out of Service 
(Whitehorse), Word (Toronto), Alter Vox (Ottawa), and ellipse (Fredericton, 
translations into French). She participated in the Visiting Writers’ Series 
at Wells College in upstate New York, and won the Muriel Miller Prize for 
Creative Writing at the University of New Brunswick. 

She is in love with the man she married. As her daughter Rebecca Comeau, 
a CBC broadcaster, asserts: “Allison Calvern is very beautiful. Also she has a 
dead hand at writing poetry. Nothing else really needs saying.”
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NUGGETs is suitable for printing for PERSONAL 
USE ONLY. 
For commercial or institutional reproduction, please 
contact the authors.

To print NUGGETs for personal use:
• Page setup: Portrait

• Page Size: fit to page.

Printing Instructions

Customize your NUGGETs!

North Wind press is pleased to offer custom binder 
covers, featuring the fine art photography of  
Michael Battenberg. 

Our covers are designed for most stan-
dard binders and presentation  folios, 
and are suitable for almost any kind of 
printer!

Visit northwindpress.
ca/nuggets NUGGETs
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About North Wind Press

NUGGETs is an online member service of North Wind Press,
PO Box 652, Station P, Toronto, ON  M5S 2Y4 

Marion Wyse: Publisher and Editor
Michael Battenberg: Creative Director and Production

Join NUGGETs online!

Did you enjoy this article? 

Become a gold member of NUGGETs, and enjoy 
unlimited access to informative, inspiring and engaging 
poetry, prose, short stories and art.  

Connect with other writers and artists across the 
country on our forum.

Receive advanced notice of upcoming releases and 
events from North Wind Press.

To find out more, visit:
http://www.northwindpress.ca/nuggets

Contact US
Editorial and submissions: submissions@northwindpress.ca
Support: webmaster@northwindpress.ca

Copyright
Writers and artists retain copyright over each work 
produced in NUGGETs.  For permission to quote or copy 
please email NUGGETs and we will pass it on to the writer or 
artist to contact you.
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